Müller et al. 1 studied corneal nerve morphology and endothelial cell density (ECD) in patients with and without unilateral herpes simplex keratitis (HSK). They demonstrated correlated reductions in corneal central ECD, subbasal nerve number and length, and sensation in both the affected and clinically unaffected contralateral eyes. They suggest a potential link between corneal innervation and endothelial cell homeostasis. Herpes simplex virus-1 (HSV-1) can be latent in the trigeminal ganglion and the cornea itself.
